Govt to track school mid-day meal scheme on daily basis 
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The world’s largest school-based nutrition programme - the mid-day meal scheme - is finally going to be tracked real time. 
With goof-ups being reported in the delivery of hot cooked meals and questions being raised over the quality of meals being served, the Ministry of Human Resource Development has decided to monitor the scheme daily to see if a child who attends school gets his meal and if that meal is nutritious enough.
Presently, the Centre receives quarterly reports from state governments on the implementation of the scheme. “The quarterly progress reports are not good enough. We must know daily if the child who went to school gets his nutrition entitlement. If he did not get food and we learn of it three months later, what help can we provide? Food is not a resource we can use at a later date. The scheme’s effectiveness is in its daily implementation,” ministry sources told The Tribune. 
The tracking will happen through data feeding into the integrated voice response system software. Scheme coordinators in each of the 12.6 lakh primary and upper primary schools where the meals are served will be contacted daily and posed queries on whether the food was given, what was cooked and how many students were covered. 
“We will send SMSes to get answers. Phone calls will be made to follow up and repeat calls will follow until we get the full data which would then go into the integrated voice response system and transferred real time on to a portal which will be created,” government sources said.
Over 11 crore children in primary and upper primary schools of India are covered by the scheme daily. But gaps have been surfacing in the delivery of food and the government has of late been thinking of ways to plug gaps in the scheme whose annual budget increased from Rs 7,324 crore in 2007-2008 to Rs 10, 380 crore in 2011-12. Also, on the cards is a system to track the flow of money and foodgrains from the Centre to the state and down to the school.
Once the portal is in place, parents can hold school accountable for the scheme. “Schools will be deterred from supplying false information. Knowing that they are being tracked and the information would be in the public domain for even the state Chief Ministers to see, they will implement the scheme honestly,” ministry officials said.
The scheme provides free food grains at the rate of 100 grams per child per school per day at the primary level and 150 grams per child per school per day at upper primary level. The cost of the scheme is shared by the Centre and states in the ratio of 90:10 for northeastern states and 75:25 for the rest. 
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